
POLITICS AND SEX (Pol 272-01;02)                                                Fall, 2002                                                                              

Dr. Carole Sheffield                                                       

Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays 12:45-1:45 p.m; Thursdays*, 1:00-1:45 p.m. Other hours by appointment. (*Except for department meetings, which are usually scheduled once a month. I will make adjustments as necessary).

Office location: 365 Science Building 

Office Telephone/Voice Mail: 973.720.2508

email: sheffieldc@wpunj.edu 

Department of Political Science: 973.720.2183; Our departmental secretary is Ms. Mariandre Louis-Ferdinand (louisferdinandm@wpunj.edu). 

                                                                                                                  Required Reading: (to be read in the order listed below)
Tannenbaum, Leora. 1999.  Slut!  Growing Up Female With A Bad      Reputation.  New York: Harper Perennial Publishers.

Lefkowitz, Bernard. 1997.  Our Guys: The Glen Ridge Rape and the Secret Life of the Perfect Suburb.  New York: Vintage Books.

Course Description:  “It is said that if all the women in the world, at one moment, screamed out their pain and their frustration, the entire world would come apart from the sheer force of that sound.”  Alida Brill, l995.  A Rising Public Voice: Women in Politics Worldwide.  New York: The Feminist Press, p. 8.

What is it like to be female in a male-dominated society?  Through lecture, discussion and visual evidence, this course critically examines the socio-political construction of patriarchy and the conscious and non-conscious, intentional and unintentional ways in which male supremacy is reproduced in contemporary society. Particular emphasis will be on the mechanisms of social control designed to limit women's participation in society and to ensure the perpetuation of male dominance.

Course Objectives:

1. To define and critically examine the ideologies of sexism and patriarchy.

2.  To delineate the ways in which sexism and patriarchy operate on the conscious and non-conscious levels of personal and political life.

3.  To examine the consequences of a sexist and patriarchal political order on the quality of life for women and men.

4. To evaluate strategies and models for personal and political change.

Course Outline:

I.  Introduction and definition of terms: A Framework for Analysis
A. Politics, Power, and Ideology

B. Sexism

C. Patriarchy

II.  The Theories and Meanings of Male Dominance
A. Who Said What About Women?  The Stereotypes of Sexism

B.  The Construction of Misogyny

C.  Theories of Female Sexuality and Personality

III.  The Mechanisms of Social Control

A. Sexual Terrorism: The control of women through actual and implied violence.  This will be the core of the course; we will study the theoretical constructions of violence against women and the realities of male sexual violence.  

Please be advised that this material, while vitally important to understanding the "lived lives" of women and girls in contemporary society, is depressing and unsettling.  I am always available to speak privately to anyone who is concerned about our studies.  Please do not hesitate to call upon me.

B.  Sex and Gender Socialization: This section will examine the non-violent mechanisms of social control with particular emphasis on heterosexism and homophobia, language, and the media. 

IV. Institutional Sexism: Work, Law, and Politics

V.  Beyond Dominance: Strategies for Change

COURSE EXPECTATIONS:Students are required to read this syllabus thoroughly (this is especially important for students who are absent when the syllabus is reviewed in class).  Remaining in the course means that you have read, understood and accepted the policies and procedures outlined below.

I.  Policies and Procedures:
No Beepers or Cell Phones!  (All beepers and cell phones must be turned off during class. However, if you have an emergency situation that requires access to your beeper/cell phone during class time, please notify me in advance.)

Attendance Policy: Attendance is required and necessary for learning in this course.  If you are the type of student who has difficulty attending classes or being on time for classes, I advise you to drop this course.  Attendance will be taken regularly and your attendance record will influence the determination of your final grade.  There will be a penalty if you are habitually late for class. 

     There are no excused absences; however, I take into account acceptable reasons for absences (such as illness, family emergencies, etc.).  If you accumulate more than three absences, your grade, earned by your challenge papers, will be in jeopardy.  If you have more than 8 absences, no matter the reason, you are likely to fail the course. Any extended absences must be cleared through the Dean of Students office. Lastly, one does not get credit for appropriate attendance but will be penalized for poor attendance and lateness.  Please refer to the Undergraduate Student Handbook for an explanation of attendance and grading policies.

Submission of Required Work: Students are expected to complete assigned readings and papers on time.  Permission to turn in papers late will be granted only under extraordinary circumstances.  Late papers will be accepted only if prior permission has been granted.  If you are ill, or have personal reasons for not completing your work on a timely basis, you must see me in advance of the due date.  Please understand that calling or emailing me the day the assignment is due (or the night before!) to tell me that you can’t complete the assignment on time is NOT the same as getting permission to submit your paper late.  

Revision of Papers: Students may revise Challenge I papers under certain conditions.  Students must have a good attendance record and must meet with me individually and sign a contract prior to revising a paper.  We will go over the paper and the revisions necessary to improve your grade and we will sign an agreement acknowledging the rules, requirements, and due dates.  The due date for a revised paper will generally be one week after the consultation.  I reserve the right to determine whether or not this opportunity is available to a student.  Revisions do not consist of changing a few words or sentences.  Re-written papers must include both new information as well as substantially revised writing; all new material must be printed in bold. The original paper must be submitted along with the revised paper.

Academic Integrity: You are expected to read the Academic Integrity Policy in the current Student Handbook or the Undergraduate Catalog.  I include here the section on plagiarism as I have found it to be the most consistently violated portion of the Academic Integrity Policy.  "Plagiarism is the copying from a book, article, notebook, video or other source material whether published or unpublished, without proper credit through the use of quotation marks, footnotes and other customary means of identifying sources, or passing off as one's own, the ideas, words, writings, programs and experiments of another, whether or not such actions are intentional or unintentional.  Plagiarism will also include submitting, without the consent of the professor, an assignment already tendered for academic credit in another course."  Please understand that this policy includes using work (in whole or in part) done for this course by a student in a previous semester.  

Buying research papers violates the academic integrity policy, as does downloading papers from an internet site.  If I determine that a paper has been purchased or copied and submitted for evaluation in this course, I will inform the appropriate Deans as well as recommend expulsion from William Paterson University.  

The penalty for plagiarism is a grade of F for the course (not just the assignment that was plagiarized). 

II.   Required Essays:

There will be two challenge essays, based on the required texts. Each challenge will consist of a take-home paper, approximately 10 pages long. The questions will be distributed and discussed in class at least one week prior to the due date. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get the questions.

A third essay, a think-piece about 4-6 pages, is required and due at the last class before final exam week.  This essay is on a topic of your choice, relevant to the class.  The parameters for this assignment will be discussed in class.  Please clear your topics with me. 

Due Dates: 

1.  Challenge I (Slut!): Friday, October 25. This assignment is worth 40% of your total grade.

2.  Challenge II (Our Guys): Friday, December 6. This assignment is worth 40% of your total grade.  

3.  Challenge III (Think-Piece): the due date is Wednesday, December 11. This assignment is worth 20% of your final grade. NOTE: There will be no handout for this assignment. 

NOTE:  Class will meet during exam week, at which time your final paper will be returned to you along with your grade for the course.  Attendance is mandatory for this class.  I reserve the right to adjust your semester grade if you do not attend the last class.

Pol. 272-01 is scheduled for Monday, December 16, from 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Pol. 272-02 is scheduled for Monday, December 16, from 2:00p.m.- 4:30p.m.. 

EXTRA-CREDIT:  Permission of instructor is required in advance. Extra-credit is not to be used to compensate for poor attendance (this may be waived by the instructor in unusual circumstances).   Extra-credit assignments are due at the last class (before Finals Week) of the semester.

Key Dates To Keep in Mind:

September 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11: Program Adjustment

September 11: Last day for 100% refund.

September 13: Last day to request pass/fail option.

October 7: Last day to drop courses with 50% refund

October 21: Last day to withdraw; no refund.

November 29: No classes (Friday)

December 13-20: Exam period and/or Continued Instruction Period.

Fall semester ends: December 21.

Student Learning Outcomes

At the end of the semester, students should be able to:

1. Define and analyze the meanings of the terms oppression and sexism, and their relation to issues of power.

2. Describe and assess the relationship between sexism and other forms of oppression.

3. Define and analyze the meaning of the concepts of equality, misogyny, heterosexism, and patriarchy.

4. Explain and analyze biological, sociological, psychological, anthropological, and religious beliefs used to justify patriarchy and misogyny.

5. Explain and evaluate theories that justify male sexual violence.

6. Examine the way social control is maintained through violence against women.

7. Explain and evaluate theories of causation of male sexual violence.

8. Examine the opportunities and limits placed on both men and women in patriarchal societies and systems.

9. Explore the relationship between violence against women and children and the family as an institution.

10.  Explore the role that heterosexism plays in forming a gender identity.

11.  Examine the social, psychological, and physiological impact of  

      adherence to one’s sex-gender role.

12.  Evaluate the social sanctions for those who deviate from their gender  

      expected behavior.

13.  Examine the role various institutions play in defining appropriate 

      behavior and appearance for the sexes (for example: media, religion,      

      education, popular culture, legal system, etc.).

14.  Describe and analyze individual and collective action regarding issues of     

      sex discrimination, sexual harassment, sexual assault, and wife battery.

15.  Evaluate the challenges to overcoming patriarchy and misogyny.
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