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SOCI 380N: Women and Violence

Summer Term

M-F 10:00 AM – Noon

Professor Denise Copelton



Office Hours: 
MWF 9:00-10:00 AM

Office: Madsen #137






MW 2:00-3:00 PM

Phone: (605) 274-4602






-or- by appointment.

E-mail: copelton@inst.augie.edu

Course Description:

SOCI 380N examines the various ways that violence manifests itself in women’s lives. Topics to be discussed include the European witch hunts; slavery in the US; domestic violence, including husband, wife, and lesbian battering and child abuse; rape (including marital, stranger, and acquaintance rapes).  We will also discuss the relationship between pornography and violence against women.  Other issues to be examined include the corporate and environmental links in the current breast cancer epidemic, as well as instances of corporate crime as violence against women including the case of silicone breast implants and the Dalkon Shield.  Throughout, the question of what is to be done about violence against women will be discussed, paying particular attention to feminist responses.

Required Texts:

Barstow, Ann Llewellyn.  1994.  Witchcraze.  Pandora/HarperCollins.

Gelles, Richard J. and Donileen R. Loseke (eds.).  1993.  Current Controversies in Family Violence.  Sage.

Grant, Nicole. 1992. The Selling of Contraception. Columbus, OH: Ohio State University Press.

Warshaw, Robin.  1994.   I Never Called it Rape.  New York: HarperPerennial. 

There are also a substantial number of readings available on reserve.  These are not supplemental or “extra” readings, but are part of the core readings for the class.

Course Policies:

Because of the potential for course subject matter to affect students personally, and because of the potentially emotional and volatile nature of topics, it is expected that all persons in the class respect the privacy and confidentiality of class discussions.  As such, all discussions which are of a personal nature to individuals and are shared in the class should remain within the confines of the classroom.  If during the course of the semester, students wish to be excused from participation in particular discussions for personal reasons, and/or wish to be excused from watching a particular film or video, please discuss this with me prior to the class period that will be affected.

Course Requirements:

30%
Exam #1

30%
Exam #2
10%
Participation & Attendance
15%
Homework Assignments
15%
Newspaper Analysis
Exams:

Exams will be comprised of short essays and will test on both the readings and lectures, as well as any information conveyed through group presentations, guest lecturers, and videos.  The second exam is not a final and therefore, is NOT CUMULATIVE.  Every student must take both exams.  No makeup exams will be given without a valid medical excuse, or verifiable emergency.

Participation & Attendance:

Class attendance and participation is required. Because this is a shortened term, you may not miss class more than three times.  Anyone exceeding this number of absences will receive a zero or “F” for this portion of the grade, regardless of participation.  In short, DON’T MISS CLASS!
Homework Assignments:
All students must complete three written homework assignments ranging in length between 3-4 typed pages each.  Assignments will generally require students to apply ideas and concepts from class to contemporary issues. In fairness to other students, I will not accept late homework assignments without acceptable documentation of an emergency situation.
Newspaper Analysis:

This assignment requires that you apply concepts, arguments, etc. from the course to real life situations as reported in the news.  It requires you to use your critical thinking skills, and enables you to demonstrate your grasp of key theories and concepts.  

Using recent newspapers (published within the last month) find four articles that relate to violence against women.  These can either be detailing a recent case of violence against women (like a news story), or can be reporting on services for victims, funding for services, prevention programs, or some other related issue.

Clip the articles or photocopy them to hand in with the completed assignment.

Next, discuss the article in light of what you have been learning about in class.  For example, does the article use sexist language in its presentation of men and women?  Does the article fall prey to rape myths or other myths concerning the issue at hand?  For example, does an article on domestic violence ask the question “why doesn't she leave” instead of exploring why she is in many ways forced to stay in an abusive relationship?  Does the article discuss policy issues?  If so, can you relate it to the views expressed by one or more authors in your readings? Are there any obvious inaccuracies in the article? Does it present the issue fairly and in a non-sexist manner? Your discussion and application of class material will largely be based on the content of the articles you choose to examine.  The questions listed here are intended as a starting point and may or may not be applicable to the particular articles you choose for this assignment.

Analyze each article separately.  Do not summarize the article.  Assume I have read it - this is why you must turn in both the article and your analysis of it. You must write a minimum of 2 pages per article.

Due: June 23

Course Outline: 

Subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class when necessary.

You are expected to have completed the assigned readings prior to class and be able to discuss these during the class period for which they are assigned, though we may not always do so. Readings listed under a particular date are to be completed for that date. 

[R] indicates reserve reading

May 26
Introduction and organization of the class; Theories of Violence
Part I: History in Perspective - Putting the Past Before Us
May 27
Theories of Violence Against Women

Read:
In Gelles and Loseke, Ch 1-3

May 28
The European Witch Hunts as Violence Against Women

Read:
Barstow, Introduction and Ch. 1


Barstow, Ch. 5-6

May 29
The European Witch Hunts as Violence Against Women

Read:
Barstow, Ch. 7-8


Video:  Burning Times
June 1
Women and Slavery in the US

Writing Assignment #1 due.

Read:
[R] hooks, bell.  “Sexism and the Black Female Slave Experience” pp. 15-49 in Ain’t I A 


Woman, Black Women and Feminism.


[R] In Bart & Moran, Violence Against Women, Patricia Hill Collins, “The Sexual

Politics of Black Womanhood”

Part II: Domestic Violence

June 2
Introduction to Domestic Violence; Lesbian Battering

Read:
In Gelles and Loseke, Ch 4 and 5

[R] In Lobel, Kerry (ed.). 1986. Naming the Violence. Seattle: The Seal Press:


Hart, Barbara. “Lesbian Battering: An Examination,” pp. 173-189

June 3
Battering


Guest Speaker: Battered Women’s Shelter

June 4
Child Abuse

Read:
In Gelles and Loseke, Ch 12 and 13


[R] In Bart & Moran, Violence Against Women, Judith Herman with Lisa Hirschman, 

“Father-Daughter Incest”


Video: Bastard Out of Carolina (1st half) 

June 5


Writing Assignment #2 due.

Video: Bastard Out of Carolina (2nd half)

June 8
Domestic Violence Intervention and Prevention

Read:
In Gelles and Loseke, Ch 20 and 21

[R] In The Public Nature of Private Violence, edited by Martha Albertson 



Fineman, and Roxanne Mykitiuk: Elizabeth Schneider, “The Violence of 


Privacy,” pp. 36-58.

June 9
Exam #1

Part III: Rape
June 10
Why do men rape?

Read:
Warshaw, Robin.  I Never Called it Rape, Ch 1-3


[R] In Bart & Moran, Violence Against Women, Scully & Marolla, “Riding the Bull at

Gilley’s,” pp. 26-46

June 11
Date Rape Controversies

Read:
Warshaw, Ch. 4-6


(readings cont. on next pg.)

(June 11, cont.)


In Gelles and Loseke, Ch 6 and 7

[R] In Andrea Parrot, Acquaintance Rape: Ch 2, Martha R. Burt, “Rape Myths 



and Acquaintance Rape,” pp. 26-40. 


Video:
Date Rape and the Media Backlash
June 12
Rape on Campus

Read:
Warshaw, Ch 7-9


[R] In Bart & Moran, Violence Against Women, Martin & Hummer, “Fraternities and Rape on 

Campus,” pp. 114-131


June 15
Responding to Rape


Read:
[R] In Bart & Moran: Nancy Matthews, “Surmounting a Legacy: the Expansion of 



Racial Diversity in a Local Anti-Rape Movement”

Part IV: Pornography
June 16
What is Pornography Anyway?  Problems of Definition. The Case for Pornography as Violence Against Women

Read:
[R] In Russell, Diana E.H. 1993. Making Violence Sexy.  NY: Teachers College Press.



Ch 14: Russell, “Pornography and Rape: A Causal Model,” pp. 120-150



Ch  17: Senn, “The Research on Women and Pornography: the Many Faces of 



Harm,” pp. 179-193


Video:  Dreamworlds II
June 17
The Other Side of the Debate

Writing Assignment #3 due.

Read:
[R] In Debating Sexual Correctness, edited by Stan, articles by:  


Ellen Willis, “Feminism, Moralism and Pornography,” pp. 41-49



Lisa Palac, “How Dirty Pictures Changed My Life,” pp. 236-252 

Part V: The Environment, Corporate Crime, & Sexuality

June 18
Breast Cancer - The Environmental Link

Read:
[R]  In Liane Clorfene-Casten, Breast Cancer, Poisons, Profits and Prevention Ch 3&4


June 19
Silicone Breast Implants

Read:
[R] Rynbrandt & Kramer. 1995. “Hybrid Nonwomen and Corporate Violence, The



Silicone 
Breast Implant Case,” Violence Against Women, 1(3):206-227.


Video clip on Breast Implants

June 22
The Dalkon Shield

Read:
Grant, Intro. - Ch. 1

[R]  In Gita Sen (ed), Power and Decision, the Social Control of Reproduction, 



Judy Wajcman, “Delivered Into Men’s Hands? The Social Construction of 



Reproductive Technology” 

June 23
The Dalkon Shield, cont.

Newspaper Analysis due.

Read:
Grant, Ch. 2 & first half of 3

June 24
The Dalkon Shield; Sterilization Abuse

Read:
Grant, Ch. 3&4


Video: La Operacion
June 25
The Dalkon Shield; Current Contraceptive Controversies

Read:
Grant, Ch. 5, 6 and Epilogue 

[R] In Gita Sen (ed), Power and Decision, the Social Control of Reproduction, 



Sonia Correa, “Norplant in the Nineties: Realities, Dilemmas, Missing Pieces”

June 26
Exam #2

